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Abstract 

Luxembourg finds itself in post national times, and is confronted with the ongoing discussion on 

fixing its identity. Due to its seize, its location, its large work migration and its high level of foreign 

poulation, one national identity cannot be singled out, but it becomes clear that multiple identities 

are present here. This dissertation project works on Luxembourg and particularly its identity 

seeking. As a discussion on identity is eminent in order to face the issues of a globalized world, 

this project will ask and give answers to questions like: What does it mean to be Luxembourgish 

or who is actually Luxembourgish? Globalization is a widespread phenomenon that has until now 

only been researched closely in economics and social sciences. By researching the effects of its 

discourses in contemporary Luxembourgish literature, the results will highlight the literary 

methods used by authors to illustrate such thematic, and eventually lead to a fixture of collective 

symbols recognized by all Luxembourgish citizens as their national ones. Using literature to locate 

these symbols follows the idea that authors are the ones that put abstract ideas such as 

globalization, symbols and identity into words and make them understandable and relatable to 

larger audiences.By analyzing the oeuvres written by Roger Manderscheid, Jean Portante and 

Nico Helminger, this project work puts its focus on the influence of multilingualism in 

Luxembourgish literature, by choosing willingly three authors that write in German, French and 

Luxembourgish. Questions about how the choice of language influences the intended messages, 

Globalsization discourses and the perception of Luxembourg will be raised. This work will not only 

be of academic value, but it will also deal in interaction with popular medias, raise the discussion 

of identity on the level it should have, an open and public one, where populism and intolerance 

cannot be found. 


